
EHRiC/S5/19/C(EPFA)433 

EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

 

No. I do not in any way support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by 

parents or carers. 

I am a parent of two children myself (aged [ and  ]). Both of these girls are adopted, so my 

wife and I have undertaken a considerable amount of training and preparation as part of the 

fostering/adoption process. I am also the pastor of a congregation of 30-40 people and I 

work with young people a lot within the church and also on a voluntary basis within our 

community. 

Reasonable chastisement should not be abolished because there is no need to change the 

current law. Abuse of children, especially by excessive punishment, is already illegal. The 

current law is already sufficient. The proposed change increases the likelihood of the 

prosecution of devoted and diligent parents who, in knowing their own children best, may 

have decided that light or moderate physical punishment is most effective. The proposed 

change in the law implies that all physical punishment is excessive and abusive, which is 

not the case.  

Furthermore, a massive concern for me would be how a change in the law could possibly 

be implemented by already strained law enforcement and children’s services. If every 

parent who exercises even light physical discipline is criminalised, then the police and 

social services workload becomes even more enormous and, in fact, genuine cases of 

abuse or excessive punishment are far more likely to be overlooked due to the sheer 

busyness of the relevant agencies. 

I firmly believe in a parent’s right to decide on the best form of discipline for their own 

children. I believe the people of Scotland have made clear in various polls and surveys that 

this is the right of a parent to decide, not a government. I would therefore call on the 

Scottish government not to abolish the defence of reasonable chastisement. 

 


